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the danger of saying fiyes'- If You visualize a higher or superior
status towards which we have then to work, I should say cno'.
But if it is a status beyond which we have not to aspire, I should
say cyes3. It should be a status which the ordinary man in the
street should understand to be a radically different status from the
present. I would, therefore, not accept a transition period during
which we may have to be satisfied with a lower status. The Con-
gress will not be satisfied with a state lower than the best.

But what about the Princes? They do not want independ-
ence. I know they don't, and they cannot, as they are the
mouthpiece of the British Government But there are others
too who think that they cannot live except under the protec-
tion of British arras. For me, I cannot accept anything short of
a complete control of the army. If all other leaders of the land
were to accept a compromise on the army question, I would say
I would rather stay out, but would not resist it and make a call
to the people to suffer. If there were such a large step taken which
would ultimately and quickly lead to the final thing, I would to-
lerate it, though I would not endorse it.

But, if you say the British units will never serve under the
national Government, it would mean to me a fatal objection to
any connection with Great Britain. We do not want, we can-
not possibly tolerate, an army of occupation. No scheme of Indiani-
zation can serve any useful purpose inasmuch as, until the last
moment, the command will be British, and the same doubts about
our capacity to take over charge will be expressed as are expressed
today. The real responsible Government can come when Britishers
begin to trust India and her ability. Chaos can be got over only
when Britain has a living conviction that it has done wrong to
India and should now, by way of undoing the wrong, keep British
troops at the disposal of Indian ministers. You are afraid that
British soldiers may be cut to pieces under the foolish orders of
Indian ministers. Well, I ask you not to forget that, during the
Boer War, there came a time when British generals were described
in England as asses and British soldiers as heroes. If British
generals erred, Indian ministers too may err. The Indian minis-
ters would certainly discuss everything with the Commander-m-
Chief and other military experts, but the final authority and res-
ponsibility will certainly have to be the ministers'. Let the
Gommander-in-Chief then resign or obey.

The idea of my paying for freedom by blood startles you.
Well, I, who claim to know the conditions of India through and
through, know that India is dying by inches. The land revenue